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he married Mrs. Grace Duggan of Buenos
Aires. In January, 1919, Lord Curzon was
made a member of the new Cabinet organized
by Lloyd George, becoming President of the
Council and leader in the House of Lords.
CUSH'MAN, charlotte saunders
(1816-1876), an American actress, famed
for her interpretation of tragic roles. In
1915 she was awarded a place in the Hall
of Fame (which see), and was the first stage
personage to receive this honor. Miss Cush-
man made her first appearance in opera and
scored a distinct success, but the loss of her
voice made her decide to study for the drama.
Her first role was Lady Macbeth, which re-
mained throughout her career her greatest
part. Among her other roles were Juliet,
and Meg Merrilies in Scott's Guy Mannering.
Although most famous in tragedy, she was
very successful, also, in such roles as Lady
Teazle. She retired from the stage in 1874.
CUS'TER, george armstrong (1839-
1876), an American soldier, the hero of a
battle with the Sioux Indians. He was
graduated at West Point, and at the outbreak
of the Civil War was given a commission in
a cavalry regiment. General McClellan was
so impressed by his energy and bravery that
he appointed him aid-de-camp. Captain
Custer took the first colors captured by the
Union army. In 1863 he was appointed
brigadier-general of volunteers, and he
gained the rank of major the same year.
For gallantry at the Battle of Winchester
he was made brevet colonel and major-
general of volunteers. After the war, he
served on the Great Plains, and in June,
1876, his whole command was defeated and
slain on the Little Big Horn, by the con-
federate Sioux under Sitting Bull. The spot
has become a national cemetery.
CUSTOMS DITTIES, the taxes levied up-
on goods passing from one country to an-
other. The system of customs duties dates
probably as far back in history as ancient
Greece, though the name is of comparatively
recent origin. This arose in the long con-
flict between the Crown and Parliament in
England over the right of taxation. To meet
the claims made by the House of Commons
to the exclusive right to vote all supplies,
it used to be maintained that there were cer-
tain dnties on exportation, and importation
to which the crown had acquired a right by
custom; and the name thus acquired was
retained after the power claimed by the
 lower branch of Parliament had been settled
by permanent legislation. The first custom-
house was erected in London in 1304.
Customs duties are levied on incoming
goods, so that the term is practically syn-
onymous with import duties. They are of
two kinds, specific, that is, reckoned on the
quantity (weight or number), and ad val~
or em, reckoned on the value of merchandise.
The former are far more easily assessed and
collected. A bitter controversy has always
been waged over the expediency of customs
duties between the advocates of absolutely
free trade, those who wish to have no im-
pediment to the free transfer of goods, and
the protectionists, who wish to set up duties,
by which to exclude foreign goods from com-
petition with those of home production. (See
tariff; free trade.)
Upon the organization of the United
States government after the close of the
Revolution the system of customs duties
then in operation in England was adopted
with scarcely any modification, under the
direction of Alexander Hamilton, the first
Secretary of the Treasury, the first custom-
house being established in New York in 17998
Among the especial features of the new cus-
toms system was that of debentures, or draw>
backs, which were certificates entitling an ex-
porter of imported goods to a rebate of du-
ties paid on their importation, if he wished
to re-export them. Subsequently the object
thereby accomplished was more directly fa-
cilitated by permitting the importer to
£fbond" his goods in government warehouses
until he was able to pay the duties; and later
on the practice was modified still more in
favor of the importer by permitting him to
take out of "bond" from time to time por-
tions of the Invoice of goods consigned to
him, paying the proportionate amount of
duties. If goods are to be re-exported they
can be withdrawn from bond without the
payment of duties. This system of bonded
warehouses, "which Is now a feature of the
customs service in every civilized country of
the world, was embodied in an act of Con-
gress passed in 1846, known as the Walker act.
In normal times it is intended that the
moneys received from customs and from the
collection of internal revenue (which see)
shall defray a very considerable part of the
expenses of the national government.
CUTLERY, a term applied to all cutting
instruments made of steel. The finer articles,

